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SUB J : NEW COMMISSIONER FOR ECONOMIC PLANNING 

1. SUMMARY: DR. J. L. S. ABBEY, GOVERNMENT STATISTICIAN 
AND ECONOMIST HAS BEEN APPOINTEDCOMMISSIONER (MINISTER) 
FOR ECONOMIC PLANNING TO SUCCEED DR. ROBERT GARDINER, 
WHO HAS VOLUNTARILY RETIRED. THE ECONOMIC PLANNING 
PORTFOLIO INCLUDES RELATIONS WITH ALL ECONOMIC 
ASSISTANCE DONORS. ABBEY, LONG AND WELL-KNOWN TO 
MISSION OFFICIALS, MAY BRING GREATER DYNAMISM TO THE 
JOB, BUT NO SHIFT IN GOG ECONOMIC POLICIES ARE LIKELY 

TO RESULT FROM THIS CHANGE. END SUMMARY 

2. DR. R. K. A. GARDINER, 64, WHO HAD SOUGHT RETIRE- 
MENT FOR THE PAST SIX TO EIGHT MONTHS, HAS BEEN GRANTED 
APPROVAL BY THE HEAD OF STATE, ACCORDING TO THE 
OFFICIAL STATEMENT, TO "RELINQUISH HIS APPOINTMENT ON 
ACCOUNT OF HIS STATE OF HEALTH." HE COMPLETED OVER 
TWO YEARS AS COMMISSIONER DURING A PERIOD WHEN 
GHANA'S ECONOMY SUFFERED MARKEDLY FROM INCREASING 
POLITICAL INTERFERENCE IN PLANNING AND DECISION- 
MAKING BY GOVERNMENT TECHNOCRATS. ONE OF AFRICA'S 
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MOST PROMINENT AND DEVOTED ECONOMISTS, HE ROSE FROM 
SERVICE IN THE GOLD COAST COLONIAL GOVERNMENT TO 
DIRECT THE UN ECONOMIC COMMISSION FOR AFRICA. 

3. DR. JOSEPH LEO SEKOH ABBEY, 38, GOVERNMENT 
STATISTICIAN AND ECONOMIST, WHO HAS HEADED THE CENTRAL 
BUREAU OF STATISTICS SINCE 1974, RECEIVED HIS B.A. 
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WITH FIRST CLASS HONORS AT THE LONDON SCHOOL OF 
ECONOMICS IN 1964. HE LECTURED AT THE UNIVERSITY 
OF GHANA, LEGON, FROM 1967 TO 1971 AND DID RESEARCH 
WORK IN CANADA. HE HAS AN M.S. (1967) AND PH.D. (1968) 

IN STATISTICS FROM IOWA STATE UNIVERSITY. IN 1976 
HE WAS APPOINTED GOVERNMENT ECONOMIST WITH A SERIES 
OF POLICY RESPONSIBILITIES. AS A PERMANENT MEMBER 
OF THE NATIONAL PLANNING COMMITTEE, HE HELPED DRAFT 
THE FIVE-YEAR PLAN; HE IS ON THE TECHNICAL COMMITTEE 
CONCERNED WITH THE ANNUAL IMPORT PROGRAM, AND MOST 
RECENTLY HAS BEEN DEEPLY INVOLVED IN COMMISSIONER 
APPIAH'S AND OTHERS' EFFORTS TO PERSUADE THE HEAD OF 
STATE TO ADOPT NEW ECONOMIC POLICIES (ACCRA 3221 AND 
2017). HE WAS A MEMBER OF GHANA'S TEAM WHICH HELD 
DISCUSSIONS IN JUNE 1977 WITH THE IMF LOOKING TO 
A STABILIZATION PROGRAM. 

4. EMBASSY AND AID MISSION OFFICERS HAVE DEALT AND 
WORKED REGULARLY AND COMFORTABLY WITH DR. ABBEY. 

(HE HAS ASKED DR. FRANK PINDER TO CONTINUE TO OFFER 
ADVICE TO HIS MINISTRY. AS PINDER HAD BEEN DOING 
WITH DR. GARDINER UNDER AN AID GRANT.) ABBEY FAVORS 
SIGNIFICANT ECONOMIC POLICY REFORMS, INCLUDING 
REMOVAL OF INTERNAL PRICE AND DISTRIBUTION CONTROL. 

5. WE DO NOT BELIEVE THIS CHANGE WILL OF ITSELF 
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BRING NEW POLICY DIRECTIVES. BOTH DR. GARDINER AND 
DR. ABBEY HAVE BEEN INVOLVED AND ASSOCIATED WITH 
THE CURRENT EFFORT TO PERSUADE THE HEAD OF STATE TO 
ADOPT ECONOMIC POLICY REFORMS. DR. ABBEY, HOWEVER, 

IS MUCH YOUNGER, AND MAY BE EXPECTED TO INJECT GREATER 
DYNAMISM INTO THE TASK. SMITH 
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